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The story 'Kadal Theerath' penned by Shri. 0.V Vijayan signifies the helplessness of
humanity and depicts it through the character Vellayiappan who leaves on a heart-breaking
journey to kannur prison, carrying along with him the 'magnanimity’ of the burden of sigh
heaved by his home town out of compassion for him along with rice packed in plantain
leaf,in a bid to have a glimpse of his son,Kandunni.

The banker whom we are about to acquaint you with this week is someone who
mesmerized the audience with her story telling performance vis-a-vis the above, being a
part of Curtain raiser of Talented Bankers meet dated May 9th this year.

Being a postgraduate in English Literature, she was made to answer a question from no
where, to say the least. Quite unexpected, she was told, "Sing a Kirtan ' to her utmost
surprise.

Banking and singing!Though astonished,she closed her eyes and sang meditatively.

" Mahaganapatim.. "

The board was silent after she rendered it. Tearful, she went out from the interview room
and sought for solace in Sajith's arms.

"Don't cry . You will definitely make it "'. Consoled he.

This week we would like to introduce some one who made banking a part of his life through
her soulful singing of a Kirtan.

Ammu G. Kaimal
Federal Bank,



Mala branch.

We invite you all to Chettarikkal village near Koratti in Thrissur district where the dream
home of Ammu and Sajith is coming along.

In the village of Chettarikkal, there is not one who has not instilled in themselves,chenda,
mela, padas and dance steps.

Ammu proudly speaks about her neighbour as well as Guru, Shri. Kuzhoor Narayanan Marar,
a recipient of the country's prestigious Padmabhushan award. Ammu takes us along to walk
down the memory lane of her artistic pursuits.

By the time her father Mr MV Gopalan was eighteen years old, he was a renowned artiste in
their village. He was an adept allrounder being a part of Kalarangam Ballet troupe. He
married Sobha, a dancer and Ammu is their one and only child. Ammu rose to limelight
through Navaratna Ballet Troupe founded by her parents which served as an impetus for
nurturing her talents.

At the age of three, Ammu played the role of Markandeyan and took aback the audience by
surprise with dance forms reciting Panchakshari mantras.

By the age of six, she performed on as many as 600 stages. She still treasures the memories
of having played the role of the son of Raja Harishchandra in the ballet 'Sathyameva Jayate'.

Back then,Shri. Gopalan started working at Madhura Coats, a well-known industrial
establishment in Koratty, and her mother Sobha started working as a dance teacher at St.
Louis Anglo Indian School. At the same time.

At primary and upper primary school levels she won several laurels. She won the title of
kalathilakam upto Revenue District Level during her course of studies at St. Louis Anglo
Indian Upper Primary School. She became a notable artiste when she amassed plenitude of
accolades to her credit during her stint at Carmel Higher Secondary School, Chalakudy.

Ammu, who was reluctant to perform on stage despite the efforts of her mother and her
maternal aunt and dancer Ms Shyamala was, in due course of time, encouraged by her
significant other Sajith and her parents to become a dancer.

Since the days of being part of Navaratna Ballet,she had the opportunity to learn from many
Gurus like Koratti Subramanian, Annamanada Baburaj, Prabhavathi, Kalamandalam Sheena
and Professor Praveen in the Department of Arts at the University of Sanskrit who extended
their unparalleled support and encouragement to her. Ammu tried her hands in storytelling
and mono act under the tutelage of Shri Biju Alukkal.



Ammu cherishes the memories of the trio Maya-Usha-Mini,her teachers and her
performances with her companion Anu when she was at Mambra Union Higher Secondary
School. She had the privilege of reciting 'Amma Malayalam' in front of the poet Kurippuzha
Sreekumar who authored it.

Ammu joined St. Joseph's College, Iringalakuda for pursuing graduation in English.Though
she was forced to take a break from her creative pursuits on account of ill health after she
slipped on the college stairs,she came back with all her might to grace stages with her
outstanding performances. During the final year of her post graduation in english from the
same college,she got married to Mr Sajith,native of Muringoor and relocated to Abudhabi.

Sajith was then working as an internal accounting auditor at the Lulu Group in Abu Dhabi.
In 2012, when they were expecting their eldest daughter, Ameya, they returned to their
home town during which Ammu, with the encouragement of Sajith and his family, geared

up to excel in the IBPS exam.

Ammu had promised Sajith that she would answer any question of the interview board
apart from anything related to mathematics.

However even the very first question of the Board drained her courage.
" Why do you opt for a banking job after graduating in Literature "?The question was left
unanswered. She paid her ears for the next question and it came across unreluctantly.

'Aren't you an artist? Sing a kirtan ".

As soon as she heard the question, she opened her eyes to close them again and sing a
Kirtan.

" Mahaganapatim.. "

The interview board made her sing the whole kirtan.She is still amazed at what happened
thenceforth.

She received her appointment letter after a few days. Her first appointment was at Federal

Bank Kothamangalam Town Branch. Ammu went to training with her first child, Ameya.

By 2014, Sajith had moved from Abu Dhabi to Lulu Mall, Edappally as a Senior Accountant
and put halt to his life in exile.

Ammu worked at Kothamangalam and Thalakadathoor branches and presently she is
working at Mala branch of the bank.

Ameya's younger brother,Shyamshankar is studying in LKG.



Ammu also has a lot to say about her eco friendly home which is being built in Chettarikkal,
her hometown. Ammu and Sajith are about to stay in their dream house during Chingam.

Ammu has been able to materialize her long cherished ambition of becoming a teacher.Her
knowledge in the specialized field of Autism Spectrum has equipped her to serve as a
counsellor also .She starred as a mother in the short film 'Black Balloon' which brought her
fame as an actor.

Ammu's father, Shri M.V. Gopalan has left his job in Madhura Coats and has ventured into
catering and healthcare services and her mother Sobha stays with them.lIt is like a fair when
Sajith and children get together.

Talented Bankers community wishes Ammu and her family all the best for a bright future.
May success be with you always as you move towards the next chapter life brings your way.

@QYINIBE QD) : 6U°.6)s.BRUE HINIONG MIWM, V1S, al7lal MICMNRCE,
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English version: Drisya Saseendran , Union Bank of India, Regional Office,
Thiruvananthapuram



